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Big Idea

Mansa Musa Rules Mali

Essential Question

What were the effects of Mansa Musa’s rule and hajj?
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Words To Know

Religious tolerance - allowing other people to think or 
practice other religions and beliefs.

Quran (Koran)- the holy book of Islam.

Hajj – one of the Five Pillars of Islam, the pilgrimage to 

Mecca that all Muslims are expected to make at least once 
in their lifetime. 

Let’s Set The Stage…

Mansa Musa captured the attention of the Arab world when he left his 
home in the West African kingdom of Mali to make a pilgrimage to 
Mecca in 1324. Unlike his grandfather Sundiata, Mansa Musa was a 
devout Muslim. A Muslim is a person who practices Islam. Islamic law 
requires that all faithful Muslims make a hajj or holy visit to Mecca, the 
city on the Arabian Peninsula where Islam began.
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The greatest ruler of the Kingdom of Mali was Mansa Musa 
who came to the throne in about 1312.

Under his leadership, Mali reached the height of its 
wealth, power and fame (Golden Age).

He expanded Mali’s borders to the Atlantic Ocean and 
conquered many cities along the way.
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During his 25 year reign Mansa Musa worked to ensure 
peace and order in his empire.

He converted to Islam and based his system of justice on 
the Quran.

In order to ensure prosperity and peace in his kingdom, he 
did not impose Islam on the people, but promoted 
religious freedom and tolerance.

This means Mansa Musa allowed people to practice any 
religion they believed.
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The Hajj of Mansa Musa
In 1324, Mansa Musa fulfilled one of the Five Pillars of 
Islam by making a hajj or pilgrimage to Mecca.

Musa traveled in grand style from 
Mali, through Egypt and to the 
Islamic holy city of Mecca. 

He took with him 12,000 slaves, 
all dressed in Persian silk. He 
also brought with him 80 to 100 
camels loaded with 300 pounds 
of gold each. 

Musa's lavish clothing and the 
exemplary (perfect) behavior of 
his followers created a favorable 
impression among the peoples 
his caravans encountered. 
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When Mansa Musa passed 
through the Egyptian city of 
Cairo, legends say he gave 
away so much gold that the 
price of gold fell, and the 
economy was affected for more 
than twenty years.

Upon returning from his pilgrimage, Mansa Musa brought 
back scholars, artists, architects and teachers who helped 
promote Islamic education in Mali.

He also built a Islamic university and mosque in 
Timbuktu, which attracted students from far away.
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Under Musa's rule, Timbuktu developed into an important 
place for trade and culture.

Essential Question Answered

Mansa Musa expanded the territory under his 
control, built stronger ties with the Muslim 
world and built mosques and schools.

Mansa Musa was also arguably the richest 
person in history. After adjusting for inflation, 
Musa was worth $400 billion.

What were the effects of Mansa Musa’s rule and 
hajj?


